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Animals’ Angels Investigation of the Nickerson Siater
Horse Collecting Facility
External report

Date:
6/24/08-6/27/08

1. General Information

Location:
105 CR-27
Coventryville (Bainbridge), NY 13733

The lot is located on the intersection of CR-27 Rbh@06.

Owner/Manager:
The Property is owned by Donald Nickerson, a langthorse trader. He runs the collecting statioettogy
with his son and wife.

Humane Society:
Chenango County SPCA
6160 CR-32

Norwich, NY 13815
607-334-9724

Police Department:

Chenago County Sheriff’s Office
279 CO Rt 46

Norwich, NY 13815

2. Observations:

6/24/08

We arrived at the location at 10am.On the prenisas old farmhouse, where the Nickerson familyespp to
live. The other buildings are wooden barns of défe size and condition. Large, fenced in pastaredehind

the farmhouse, we observe approximately 5 horsesrg on the pastures.

Information obtained from third parties:
We are informed later by a neighbor that these é®iw@e Nickerson’s private horses, which he keeparste
from the slaughter horses. In addition, we arerinfed by the Deputy Sheriff that Nickerson owngal tif 50
acres of land.
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In addition to these 5 horses there were anotloer the pasture which appeared to be slaughter hibesmuse
they already had the green USDA tag attached to.the

A brand new truck with custom spray paint and abffodeck trailer is parked across the street.

Information on the side of the truck:
Nickerson’s Livestock

Bainbridge, NY

DOT 689688

An older pick-up truck with a small trailer is padknext to the farmhouse. A concrete driveway |¢ads
round pen with a small, wooden barn. Inside this\were approximately 35 horses. The pen was nothimg
deep mud and the horses were standing in the mieitcankles, in some areas even up to their knees

ok

s

In the front area, sharp edged rocks and pieceserafrete had been thrown into the mud. In the reidélithe
pen was a feed trough with hay, which appearee toftvery poor quality. The horses were locked thepen
and had no access to the pastures or the woodeliniguin the back. The wooden building is on higgesund
than the pen and the horses would have to jumpavepprox. 3 feet high, concrete wall to entgiithich
some of them might be able to do, but not all efiit) In addition, it is completely unacceptable thé is the
only way for the horses to enter the shelter.
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Concrete wall

There was one horse inside the barn, it remainkanbow she was able to get in there.
The condition of most of the horses inside theweas very poor. Several were extremely thin.
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Other horses were severely limping and/or had ¢ggimjuries. Some appeared sick and were coughing
constantly. It was raining hard almost all day #mlhorses had no place to seek shelter. As therdageded,
moving around through the mud became more and diffieult for the horses in the pen, as the mudamee
worse through the rain. We remained and obsenatbthuntil 10pm. There was no more activity.

6/25/08
We arrived at the premises at 8.45am. Someoneddmticdhay into the feed through in the middle. Tdaes

amount of horses was in the pen then during thébdéyre. Another brand new looking truck with agen
deck trailer was parked beside the blue truck.

The blue truck left empty during the early afternoAt 6pm, the truck with the single deck traileicked up to
the pen and the loading ramp. The “loading ramps wathing but a narrow alley covered with thick naundl
it was extremely slippery.
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Loading ramp

The horses, which now all had the green USDA sltrghg attached, were loaded at 6.30pm. The hbesgs
difficulties getting into the trailer and were shid. After the loading was finished and the doorwaas closed,
everybody went inside the house. The horses wérerlghe trailer for 5.5 hours, until the truckdily started

to drive towards the Canadian border.

6/26/08

We decided to visit the local SPCA in Norwich tpae our findings and make an animal cruelty conmpla
We entered the building and introduced ourselveldaeceptionist, telling her that we would likenhake an
animal cruelty complaint. Without even asking wivatobserved or what kind of animal was involved, we
were interrupted and informed to contact the I&t@riffs Department.
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Statement: “We only investigate animal cruelty ctais if the Sheriffs Department tells us it igadid
complaint. We do not initiate an investigation with that.”

Then she gave us the number of the Sheriffs Depaittfonly after we asked her for it) and went bckhat
she was doing before. Extremely concerned abosiptlicy, we left. Why would an animal protectiareacy,
which employs humane officers trained and expeddna animal cruelty cases leave it up to the |&tariffs
Department to inform them if there is a valid coaipl? Shouldn’t an animal protection agency, wheimdp
informed about a possible animal cruelty case bgrecerned private person at least look at the acile
presented to them and then decide if the compdqupears to be valid?

We then contacted the local Sheriffs Departmentthadispatcher told us one of their Deputy Shexifbuld
contact us. 10 minutes later Deputy Sheriff C. Sdmalled. We told him about our observations aaeeghim
the address of the lot. He asked if we wantedlkoiéehim in person, before he would visit the dotd we
responded that would be a good idea because we sbalv him our pictures and video of the lot. Heead
and told us he would meet us in 20 minutes. One lader, he arrived. As it turned out, oppositevttat he
had told us, he went straight to the Nickerson faife were then informed that:

- He thinks the horses do have shelter, since tkeadarn at the pen.

- He talked to Nickerson and he told him that he wddet the horses out onto the pasture every morning
so that they could graze and then he would put theck into the pen. (...!

- The horses would look pretty bad, but that is not Nickerson'’s fault. He would get them already in
this condition. “They are just passing through”

- He did not think the mud is an issue, especiallyabse the horses get to go out to the pasture every
day.

- He thinks Mr. Nickerson takes good care of thenfaat, while he was out there, Mr. Nickerson was
just feeding them some grain. (...!

- He said that the local SPCA is aware of the locatind does not see anything wrong there either.

- He then admitted that he was “new to the field” #rat they don’t get animal cruelty complaints very
often. However, he is the officer in charge forlsaomplaints.

He ignored our comments about the horses not ladilegto enter the barn other than over the coneralie
and the fact that we have observed the lot thawastiays and therefore know that he is not lettireghorses
out onto the pasture. And — how would he get thaokIin?

It appeared that he had very limited knowledgexidtang animal cruelty laws and of what to look fora case
like this. Before he left he told us that “he wolgskp an eye on him (Mr. Nickerson) and that he had
“recommended” doing something about the mud.



