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Forward
Note to all journalists and reporters:

Groups are now in place to verify all abandoned horse article claims made
anywhere in the United States. Any articles or news stories which make claims
about abandoned horses, will be checked for verification through police reports,
state park services, and all other places that claims have been made about
abandoned horses anywhere in the U.S., due to the findings that many reporters
are writing false or unverified articles about abandoned horses.

The current findings of these articles will be presented in this report. These
include opposing articles, police reports, letters to the writers of these stories,
documentation written by Kentucky Representative, Ed Whitfield, Kentucky
Governor Ernie Fletcher, as well as documentation from the sources of claims
where these supposed horses have been abandoned.

So far, all the current abandoned horse articles have been found to be fabricated,
as shown in the evidence presented here.



Fiction: Kentucky

http://www.sfgate.com/cqi-
bin/article.cqif=/n/a/2007/03/14/national/a210114D06.DTL

Kentucky Overrun with Unwanted Horses, by Jeffrey McMurray,
Associated Press
3-14-2007

Excerpt claims from article regarding abandoned horses:

There have been reports of horses chained up in eastern Kentucky and left for
days without food or water. Others have been turned loose in the countryside.

Some people who live near the strip mines in the mountains of impoverished
eastern Kentucky say that while horses have long been left to roam free there, the
number now may be in the thousands, and they are seeing herds three times
bigger than they did just five years ago.

"There's horses over there that's lame, that's blind," said Doug Kidd, who owns
30 horses in Lackey, Ky. "They're taking them over there for a graveyard because
they have nowhere to move them."

Fiction Deleted:

See letter from Kentucky Governor Ernie Fletcher dated May 16th, 2007 below.



COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

ERNIE FLETCHER 700 CSAUP;I_::l_' ggsnuz

GOVERMOR FRANKFORT, KY éOGO'I
(502) 564-2611

May 16, 2007 FAX: (502) 864-2517

Ms. Lucille Matte
2475 Underwood # 270
Houston, TX 77030

Dear Ms. Matte:

Thank you for contacting me in regard to the article by Jeffrey McMurray that
— - -appeared in newspapers around the country.

The mail I have received on this issue is from out of state. Kentuckians know
that Kentucky horse owners are very responsible people and the situation described in
the article is not based in fact. The story as portrayed by Mr. McMurray is filled with
inaccurate statements and information,

The Commonwealth has laws on the books to protect horses and other animals
from inhumane treatment. Those who choose to abuse animals reflect poorly on their
own humanity. I believe we have sufficient resources and organizations to handle any
problems with unwanted horses in Kentucky.

I appreciate your concerns and this opportunity to clarify our position. Kentucky
is known internationally for our love of horses and I regret that a story filled with
naccuracies has caused others to question that fact.

Please feel free to contact me any time an issue is important to you. Thank you
for your willingness to become involved in resolving this matter.

Sincerely,

7

—

KentuckyUnbridledSpirit.com KIEWMIL ED SPIRIT .

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D



Fiction Deleted:

http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/032807/opl_8875357.shtml

No abandoned horses found, by Ed Whitfield, U.S. Representative,
Kentucky
3-28-07

KENTUCKY
No abandoned horses found

The March 14 article titled "Kentucky, land of the thoroughbred, swamped with
unwanted horses" could not have been further from the truth.

There is no crisis and there is no glut of "unwanted horses" roaming the
Bluegrass State or anywhere else.

Though I knew the article was completely inaccurate, | did investigate.

When contacted for confirmation about this particular story, Lt. Phil Crumpton,
Kentucky State Police media relations branch commander, said, "You must be
joking?"

Upon realizing that it was a serious question, he confirmed that there had been
no reports of unwanted horses to headquarters or any of the regional posts.

At the annual meeting of the Kentucky Animal Care and Control Association, the
organization's president, Dan Evans, surveyed the membership about the
situation.

None reported an increase in abandoned horses or sightings.

Beyond the inaccurate reporting, it is tragic that the pro-horse slaughter
movement has managed to manipulate the mainstream media.

The three remaining Belgian-owned slaughterhouses in Texas and Illinois killed
over 100,000 healthy, wanted horses last year to supply overseas' diners with an
expensive delicacy.

While responsible horse owners may have legitimate reasons for giving up their
horses, all agree slaughter should not be an option.

I encourage everyone to get the facts on horse slaughter and help support passage
of the American Horse Slaughter Prevention Act currently before Congress.

ED WHITFIELD, U.S. representative, First District, Kentucky, Washington, D.C.
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Fiction: Ohio

http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsi d=18915960& BRD=1698& PA G=461& dept

1d=21849& rfi=6

‘A question of horse cents’, by Betsy Scott
Ohio News Herald
10-14-2007

Excerpt claims from the article regarding abandoned horses:

Imagine sitting down for a picnic lunch on the scenic Chardon Square
and having a stray horse come cantering across your blanket.

Such a sight might not be too far-fetched in the future, say some who
are familiar with the state's horse scene.

Diane Jones of Windt im Wald farm in Auburn Township, who is on the state
Farm Bureau Equine Advisory Committee, states:

"The Ohio Horse Council president has reported horses being

abandoned in state parks in southern Ohio."

Fiction Deleted:

From: "farmsl156" <farms156@...>
Subject: Re: abandoned horses in southern Ohio parks
Date: Tue, 16 Oct 2007 18:14:02 -0400

Ist 1,d like to say I never talked to any reporters anywhere at any
time. We have had talks about what is happening to horses among
ourselves. What I,ve heard was that if you take a horse to
sugarcreek ,you had better when you leave have a horse, or have a
sales receipt. It was said people where taking horses and leaving
them in pens. | was told that horses have been turned lose in the
Perry Forest. With times as hard as they are for people who knows
what to expect. | hope that people prove us wrong and don't just turn
them loose.

Please fill free to contact me.

Rick Patterson



From: Terry Torreance

To: farms156@...

Sent: Sunday, October 14, 2007 11:24 PM

Subject: abandoned horses in southern Ohio parks

Mr. Patterson,

In the News-Herald.com | read the article - A question of horse

cents. In the article a Diane Jones of Windt im Wald farms in Auburn
Township stated that the Ohio Horse Council president has reported
horses being abandoned in state parks in southern Ohio. My question
is what parks are these horses being abandoned in? What county are
the parks in? And what legal authorities would I contact to inquire
about these abandoned horses?

Thank You,

Terry Torreance

From : Sanders, Chad <Chad.Sanders@...>
Sent : Friday, November 2, 2007 2:51 PM

To : <terrygean@...>

CC :"Shuman, Tom" <Tom.Shuman@...>
Subject : RE: horses turned lose in Perry Forest

Ms. Torreance

I spoke to our folks at Perry State Forest about your question,
apparently you had called them as well.

We do not have any knowledge of horses being loosed at state
forests. | haven't found anyone who knows anything about your
guestion. Sorry for the delay in response.

I will continue to try to find any information on this from our other
constituent groups.

Thank you for your note

Chad

Chad Sanders

Land Management Administrator
ODNR - Division of Forestry
2045 Morse Road, Building H-1
Columbus, OH 43229-6693

(O) 614-265-6701

(Fax) 614-447-9231
www.ohiodnr.com/forestry/




----- Original Message-----

From: Karas, Don On Behalf Of Forestry

Sent: Monday, October 22, 2007 4:47 PM

To: Sanders, Chad

Cc: Harkness, Sherry

Subject: FW: horses turned lose in Perry Forest

How shall I respond to this?

From: Terry Torreance [mailto:terrygean@...]
Sent: Saturday, October 20, 2007 11:24 PM
To: Forestry

Subject: horses turned lose in Perry Forest

I read an article in the News-Herald that the President of the Ohio
Horse Council has reported horses being abandoned in state parks in
southern Ohio. When | contacted Mr. Rick Patterson of the Ohio Horse
Council he informed me that he was told that horses are being turned
lose in Perry Forest. So | am contacting you to see if this is true.

And if so could you tell me how many reports of horses being turned
lose in Perry Forest do you have? Have you had a horses being turned
lose in any of the parks in Ohio? If so how many reports do you have
and what parks or forests?

Thank You,
Terry Torreance

Fiction: Utah
http://harpers.org/archive/2007/11/hbc-90001677

Voting "Neigh” on the Horsemeat Ban, by Ken Silverstein
November 16, 2007
Harper's Magazine

Excerpt claims from the article regarding abandoned horses:

Patricia Evans, of Utah State University’s Animal, Dairy, and

Veterinary Sciences Department, says that more horses are being abandoned now
that domestic slaughterhouses have been closed. The advocates “predicted

that shutting down domestic slaughterhouses wouldn’t increase neglect and
abuse, but we’re in the real world,” she said. “Unfortunately, kids get

abused and so do animals.” (Evans will be speaking about the issue

tomorrow at 10 a.m. Mountain Time on KPCW, an NPR affiliate in Utah. A

link should be available at the station’s website.)



Fiction Deleted:

RE: abandoned horsesp

From: Terry Torreance (terrygean@...)
Sent: Thu 11/22/07 11:15 PM

To: Pat Evans (patevans@...)

Cc: sla@...

Ms. Evans,

I am confused about your email. I do not know what you mean by "due
to the actions of some groups | am not going to give out the names of
those contacted.” I do not know what that has to do with me. | do

not need any persons name. | just need the agencies that have told

you about these abandoned horses. According to the Utah Livestock
Laws Chapter 25 Estrays & Trespassing animals there must have been
police reports made when these abandoned horses were found. | would
only need the city, county and states. The police departments. | am
sure that that is all public information. How am | to believe the
statements of abandoned horses if | cannot document them? As a
College Professor | am sure that you advise your students to check

the facts before making a conclusion on an issue. Did your school do

a research project on the abandoned horse issue?

Thank You,

Terry Torreance

Subject: RE: abandoned horses

Date: Mon, 19 Nov 2007 07:14:00 -0700
From: patevans@...

To: terrygean@...

Terry, thanks for the email. | have decided since speaking on the
radio that due to the actions of some groups | am not going to give
out the names of those contacted. We were able to find this
information and | am sure you can as well as you search deeper.
Good luck in your search. Dr. Evans

Patricia A. Evans, EdD

Extension Equine Specialist

Animal, Dairy and Veterinary Sciences Dept
4815 Old Main Hill

Logan, Utah 84322-4815

435 797 2142

patevans@...
http://extension.usu.edu/equine/



From: Terry Torreance [mailto:terrygean@...]
Sent: Saturday, November 17, 2007 7:09 AM
To: Pat Evans

Subject: abandoned horses

Ms. Evans,

In an article printed in HARPER'S Magazine you made the statement
that more horses are being abandoned now that domestic slaughter
houses have been closed. May | ask how you got that information? | am
researching those claims. So | need the exact places of these
abandonments, the names of the parks, auctions, Etc. What counties
and states.

I will be looking forward to your information in help with my
findings on the issue of abandoned horses.

Thank You
Terry Torreance

RE: p
From: DWRCOMMENT DWRCOMMENT (dwrcomment@utah. gov)
Sent: Mon 11/26/07 5:11 PM

To: Terry Torreance (terrygean@....)

Terry,

We do not have any reports of horses being abandoned on our
Wildlife Management Areas. For information on State Parks you will
need to contact Utah State parks at parkcomment@ utah.gov. As for
Forest areas or BLM land you will want to contact the U.S. Forest
Service or the BLM.

Thank you for contacting us!

State of Utah Department of Natural
ResourcesWildlife Division

1594 W North Temple

Salt Lake City, UT

84116801.538. 4700dwrcomment@ utah.gov
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Recorded Information 1-877-592-5169 (toll free)

http://www.wildlife .utah.gov >>>

Terry Torreance <terrygean@....> 11/26/2007 10:11 AM

I am not inquiring about wild horses. I am inquiring about domestic abandoned
horses. Domestic abandoned horses in your park and/or forests. Are you

telling me that you have no record of domestic abandoned horses being

let loose in your parks/forests?

Terry Torreance

Date: Mon, 26 Nov 2007 09:18:17 -0700

From: dwrcomment@utah. gov

To: terrygean
Subject: Re:
Terry,

The Division of

Wildlife resources does not have the information you are looking for.
The Bureau of Land Management are the one's in charge of wild horses.
They may have that information for you. They can be reached at 1-801-
539-400L1.

Thank you for contacting us!

State of Utah Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Division

1594 W North Temple

Salt Lake City, UT

84116> 801.538.4700> dwrcomment@utah. gov>
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Recorded Information 1-877-592-5169 (toll free)

http://www.wildlife .utah.gov

Terry Torreance <terrygean@...>
11/25/2007 6:52 PM

I am contacting you

because | have heard that there are horses being turned loose
(abandoned) in your Parks and Forests. Could you tell me how many
reports you have of abandoned horses? Could you tell me what Parks or
Forests? And could you tell where I could get copies of the reports

of abandoned horses? | am looking for the documentation of the
reports. And what happened to the abandoned horses after the
authorities were notified?

Thank You.
Terry Torreance

Fiction: Oregon

http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregoni an/index.ssf 2/base/news/1195178173302820.x
ml& coll=7& thispage=1

They abandon horses, don't they?, by Richard Cockle,
The Oregonian Staff

The Oregonian

November 18, 2007

Excerpt claims from the article regarding abandoned horses:

LA GRANDE -- Ranchers in the old West sometimes contended with horse
thieves, but in the modern West the opposite is occurring -- more and more
people are abandoning unwanted domestic horses on ranches and public lands.

The high price of hay -- now bringing upward of $160 per ton in some areas --
and the closure this fall of the nation's last domestic horsemeat processing facility
in Illinois may be partly to blame.

At least nine horses have been turned loose on Wannie MacKenzie's ranch north
of Jordan Valley in the past 18 to 24 months. And the Malheur County cattleman
is bracing for the appearance of more old and hungry horses as cash-strapped
owners in Idaho's Treasure Valley run out of winter hay.



Unwanted horses also are being released at livestock sale yards, including the
Intermountain Livestock Market near La Grande, where one turned up last
month, and on U.S. Bureau of Land Management land.

"We are hearing stories from all over of people abandoning horses" at livestock
sale yards, said Gary Conway, spokesman for the Texas-based American Quarter
Horse Association.

In remote areas, horse owners sometimes forgo paying to have a vet euthanize a
horse in lieu of just shooting it. MacKenzie said he can't bring himself to shoot
horses abandoned on his ranch.

Fiction Deleted:

Richard Cockle <rcockle@oregonwireless.net> wrote:

Date: Wed, 28 Nov 2007 07:57:14 -0800

From: Richard Cockle <rcockle@oregonwireless.net>

To: Valerie James-Patton <valerie_jamespatton@.....>

Subject: Re: Misleading article: "They abandon horses, don't they?"

Like I say, lady. I stand behind every word in my story. So bring it on.

Valerie James-Patton wrote:

Mr. Cockle,

The "merely 9 horses" was not from my statement. That was your
statement made in the article.

I will repeat again what the Under sheriff told to me this morning.

He did not investigate the case of the 9 horses, and he could not
remember investigating any abandoned horse cases himself. He stated
that there might have possibly been 2 recent cases, although they were
not investigated by his department, but he wasn't sure. He did say
that BLM had stated they had a few recent cases of abandoned horses
and that they were to have a meeting with BLM regarding the matter.
It's funny how the story is now changing. | don't believe I will be

the one humiliated by this, and | don't believe that my asking
guestions to verify the article you wrote is insane.

I do believe however, that you will be hearing much more regarding
your article. | can guarantee you that.

Have a nice evening, sir.

Valerie James-Patton



*/Richard Cockle /* wrote:

Ms James-Patton

Kindly call the under sheriff back. He investigated the appearance of
roughly 20 unwanted and abandoned horses in recent months, some on
BLM lands. Not merely 9 horses as you said. The 9 were on a rancher's
land.

To repeat, he investigated 20 abandoned horses. | have no idea what
Wolfe told you, or what you think you heard him say, or what you may
even be hallucinating. But we appear to be having a disconnect

here. | stand by my story, and I certainly will not retract it.

Wolfe told me, "I think it's going to get to be a lot bigger problem
than it is now. I'm almost sure of it."

Read the above sentence again, slowly, please. It's a problem in his
opinion, that probably will get bigger.

Now, lady, come clean with me. What is your problem? It certainly

isn't an absolutely accurate account of an interview with an under

sheriff in Back of Beyond, Oregon. | realize abandoned horses makes for an
emotional issue. But this kind of insane reaction to a newspaper

story can only humiliate you later. This computer has a delete button,

and if you persist in harping on this same nonsense, | will use it on

your next e-mail. Merry Christmas.

Valerie James-Patton wrote:

Dear Mr. Cockle,

The story stating that 9 horses were abandoned in Malheur county
and were investigated by the Undersheriff Brian Wolfe is very
misleading.

The Undersheriff knew nothing of the 9 horses you claimed he
investigated. He said he had heard that there might possibly have
been 2 cases of abandoned horses in a nearby county, but he wasn't
sure. He said that those horses were not investigated by his
department.

Your article clearly misleads the public into thinking that the
Undersheriff investigated 9 abandoned horse cases, which were in
Malheur county, when in fact, he did not. Your article also states
that the Undersheriff said he tries to find home for the abandoned
horses and 90% of those horses are not branded. When | asked him
about this, he said that it was true that 90% of the animals
abandoned that he investigates, is not exclusively horses,




but also includes dogs and cats. It's obvious that dogs and cats are not "branded".
However, he couldn't even remember a case of abandoned horses

that he has investigated.

Based on this, | do not believe an apology is due to you, and I am

still requesting that you retract your misleading statements,

with an apology to the public. Your article has appeared nationwide, and is
alarming to horse owners everywhere.

Valerie James-Patton

*/Richard Cockle /* wrote:

The information regarding abandoned horses was obtained from the
rancher named in the article and the under sheriff. Nothing was
fabricated, and suggesting otherwise is downright silly. Given the goodwill of the
holiday season and the fact that this letter undoubtedly is just the

sort of fanciful thing you often dash off on a winter's morning, |
propose to forgive you. I've also forgiven the Grinch. You might,
however, feel better if you'd e-mail me back promptly (Promptly,

mind you! No shilly-shallying!) with an apology. | choose to believe
you are actually a very nice person and are deeply ashamed of yourself.
Merry Christmas. Richard Cockle.

Valerie James-Patton wrote:

November 27, 2007

Richard Cockle
The Oregonian

Valerie James-Patton
Shingletown, CA

Dear Mr. Cockle,

After reading your article "They abandon horses, don't they?" in

the Oregonian, and seeing it appear in several other publications
nationwide, I called Undersheriff Brian Wolfe this morning, and
asked him about the article. He stated he had not read the article, and
wasn't sure what it contained, so | quoted statements in your

article to him about the 9 abandoned horses in Malheur County.

He said he had no control over what was written, and he didn't

know about the 9 horses in the article. He said he thought there might
have been 2 recent cases of abandoned horses, although he didn't
think they had been investigated by his department, and he wasn't sure.
I asked him about the statement in your article where it says

that "he tries to locate the owners tries to identify owners and charge
them with animal abandonment or animal abuse but 90 percent of the
horses are not branded.”



He said that it's true, that 90% of the animals are not branded,

but he also said that included dogs and cats, which are not branded.

I asked him if he specifically had investigated any of the

abandoned horses mentioned in your article, and he was clearly not even
aware of those horses.

Journalism should be written to tell the truth to the public,

and your article is very obviously fabricated and misleading to the

public on the matter of abandoned horses in Malheur County, and | am sending
this to your editor, as well as to you.

I believe you should write a retraction to this article, as it is

causing alarm to horse owners nationwide.

I am pasting the article below as well to refresh your memory.

I will look forward to your reply on this.

Thank you-

Valerie James-Patton

Thu, 29 Nov 2007 08:38:47 -0800 (PST)

From: "Valerie James-Patton"” <valerie_jamespatton@......>
Subject: RE: Abandoned Horses Found in Malheur County
To: "Brian Wolfe" <bwolfe@malheurco.org>

Dear Mr. Wolfe,

Thank you so much for sending this to me. | appreciate it very much.

I wrote to the writer of the article, and he basically got very angry and said | was
insane for asking to verify the story. | was very surprised at how unprofessional
and nasty he was.

Again, thank you so much.

Valerie

Brian Wolfe <bwolfe@malheurco.org> wrote:
Here are the requested information on abandoned horses. We have had three
reports since June 2005.

Undersheriff Brian Wolfe

----- Original Message-----

From: Valerie James-Patton [mailto:valerie_jamespatton@......]
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2007 9:41 AM

To: bwolfe@malheurco.org

Subject: Abandoned Horses Found in Malheur County

Dear Undersheriff Wolfe,

I sent this letter to you last week, and | have tried to call your office. I will call
again shortly. 1 am requesting a reply to my letter.

Thank you-

Valerie James-Patton



Valerie James-Patton <valerie_jamespatton@......> wrote:
Date: Wed, 21 Nov 2007 10:09:57 -0800 (PST)

From: Valerie James-Patton <valerie_jamespatton@....... >
Subject: Abandoned Horses Found in Malheur County

To: bwolfe@malheurco.org

November 21, 2007

Malheur County
Undersheriff Brian Wolfe

Valerie James-Patton
Dear Undersheriff Wolfe,

I read an article by Richard Cockle in the Oregonian yesterday stating that cattle
rancher Wannie MacKenzie claims at least 9 horses have been turned loose on his
ranch within the last 18 - 24 months. The article also states that you try to
identify the owners of these animals to charge them with abandonment or animal
abuse. Did you investigate any or all of these 9 incidences, and if so were any of
the owners of these horses ever found, and were charges filed against any of those
owners?

If no owners were located, can you please tell me what the outcome was for these
abandoned horses? Surely they were not just left to run homeless on Mr.
MacKenzie's property, so were they taken into custody by local shelters or any
humane rescues? If so, I'd like to know the name of any of the shelters who
might have taken any of these horses in.

You further stated in the article that 90 percent of the abandoned horses are not
branded. What is the actual number that the 90% figure is derived from for
abandoned horses, and what time frame does that number cover?

Have you been able to locate the owners of the other 10% of branded horses, and
were charges filed? If so, what charges were filed and were the owners found to
be guilty or were they found innocent?

From reading the article on abandoned horses, I'm wondering why there is such a
high number of horses being turned loose in Malheur County, as | have never
heard of so many horses being turned loose in the past or even any where else
currently. I have friends who own horses close to Malheur, and hay is a little
more expensive than last year, but not so expensive that people would just turn
horses loose over a few extra dollars, and I know hay is more abundant all over
the state of Oregon, than it is in many other states.

I realize there are cases of abandonment every now and then somewhere in the
U.S., but other states are having a much harder time getting hay than people in
Oregon are, and I'd like to understand the reason there is so much abandonment
of horses in your county.



So please tell me how many abandoned horses were found in 2006, and how
many have been found so far for this year? And please send me any
documentation on these cases that you have available. | will look forward to your

reply.

Thank you-
Valerie James-Patton
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HORSE GFF TO LEFT OF ROAD-
08/25/07 S14 LOOKED FOR THE HORSE ALONG SUCCOR CREEK ROAD, IN THE AREA
DESCRIBED. 514 MADE SEVERAL PASSES AND FINALLY WENT TQ THE TOP OF THE HILL TO
THE SOUTH OF THE ROAD. DOWN IN THE VALLEY TC THE SOUTH CF SUCCOR CREEK ROAD
WERE SEVERAL HORSES AND COWS.
UTL SICKLY HORSE. EITHER THIS WAS A STRAY OR THE HORSE FOUND IT'S WAY TO THE
WATER WHERE THE REST OF THE HORSES ARE. UNFOUNDED FOR NOW.
WE DIDN'T HAVE A RETURN PHONE NUMBER S0 THE COMPLAINANT WAS NOT CALLED BACK.
S14

}CAD Remarks

[éctivit_y Log i

Date Time  Officer Activity Comments
092412007 13:34 026893 HARRIMAN, RICHARD ADVISED

Ihcci-d'ent Report

Fncident Citations

Incident Arrests

Incident Property ;

F[ncident Vekicles !
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